
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     APRIL 3, 2016 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – John 20:1-18 
 Hymn – 105 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, sometimes my life seems to be a puzzle, the 
pieces of which have been laid out on a table, and I am 
working to fit the pieces together so I can make sense of who I 
am.  I approach this assembling as though the task is all mine, 
and ignore that you also are involved in it.  The pieces I select 
are ones with which I am familiar and comfortable; I use the 
same pieces repeatedly, hoping to make them fit.  You select 
other pieces and offer them to me; the pieces you select make 
me anxious or even frightened, and I approach them with 
caution.  The puzzle of my life never gets assembled because I 
keep using the same pieces which never quite fit, and resist the 
one’s you offer which might fit.  I think the pieces you offer are 
labeled “fear” and “anxiety.”  I think until I consider them 
seriously my life will never come together.  Right now, this is 
beyond me. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 20:19-31 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 108 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 111 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for April 10, 2016 
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelations 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

 
FYI 
 We are receiving donations for the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering.  We are seeking enough money to purchase a “Sand 
Dam,” which costs $500. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                      [H] 707-585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie              [C] 707-291-8489 

…The Christian Easter… 
Easter is one component in a large and 
complex expansion of our personal life 
which God engineers and orchestrates 
within each of us throughout the course 
of our life, the purpose of which is to 
increase our capacity to live the life that 
is ours with greater congruence and 
consciousness.  Easter is not the focus; 
the focus is this expansion of our 
personal life.  The experience of Easter 
involves 1) our mentally comprehending 
that this expansion which God engineers 
and orchestrates is irrepressible, that it 
surges back from anything we do to 
inhibit, impede and defeat it, and then 2) 
our emotionally resting in the truth that 
this expansion endures and does not 
yield to anything.  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 20:19-31 
 The word “God” is a noun; however, it is a noun that functions 
as a verb. That is, the biblical God is an action or an activity that 
interacts with us and engages us. We tend to think of God as a 
being, as someone who hangs-out with us, loves us, etc. These are 
valid descriptions and interpretations of our experience of God. 
However, thinking of God in terms of our experience inhibits us 
from grasping the specific work God actually engages in with us. 
God is the one who throughout our life engineers and orchestrates 
a large and complex expansion of our personal life so as to increase 
our capacity to live the life that is ours with greater congruence and 
consciousness. The aspect of God we call Christ inhabits our life, 
and from within the physical, mental, emotional and psychological 
reality of the person we are introduces us to aspects of our own life 
which we either never encountered or in some way lost connection 
with and therefore no longer associate with. This work which Christ 
undertakes potentially can involve us in any imaginable experience. 
When what is offered to our awareness is something toward which 
we are not able to be receptive, Christ becomes its advocate. 
Whenever we reject what Christ offers, Christ returns it to our 
awareness. Christ persists with this until we are able to own as ours 
the thoughts and/or feelings being offered. At Easter we celebrate 
the reality that this expansion of our personal life, and particularly 
the work which Christ does, are irrepressible. They endure, and 
eventually overtake anything we do to impede them. 
 When we are introduced to aspects of our life we have never 
met, and especially when we are reintroduced to something about 
our self which in some way we lost connection with, there is always 
the possibility of becoming reacquainted with the reasons why 
feelings and thoughts either never were in our awareness or did 
not remain there. There is usually fear or anxiety that is associated 
with our not feeling/thinking certain things, or with our not being 
able to recall aspects of our past. As the work Christ does unfolds 
there will be times when it would be natural for us to be 
withdrawn, like the disciples, inside the house of our self, with the 
doors locked, because we are afraid. The word translated as “fear” 
in this text is a Greek word meaning “alarm” or “fright,” from a root 

meaning “to put in fear.” The disclosing which Christ orchestrates 
can sometimes put us into fear because it brings up situations that 
were frightening or anxiety producing in the past. 

Into this experience of our being mentally and emotionally 
locked up and afraid, Christ appears. He comes as the insight or 
intuitive feeling that peace [in the sense of wholeness, harmony or 
being one again] will be ours as we open to becoming more involved 
with what has returned to our awareness and evoked our 
fear/anxiety. That is, peace comes as we are able to join with, in the 
sense of move toward, our feeling fear/anxiety, or what makes us 
frightened/anxious [the root for the word “peace” is the verb “to 
join”]. However, in order to do this we need to know whether or not 
the work Christ is doing is able to carry us through the anxiety we 
will experience as we turn toward what comes from our past. If we 
visit and explore our past, will we get shut down by it as before, or 
if we get shut down will we rise again and come out on the other 
side and be more at-one? The intuitive feeling is that we will come 
through and be more at-one. Grasping that we will be more at-one 
changes the frame of mind we have toward ourselves, making it less 
judgmental and more empathic, and a sense of well-being comes to 
us. I believe this experience is something we feel called upon to 
share, and the way we share it is by assuring people that the fear 
and anxiety they feel about what is entering their awareness are 
just that, feelings, and they can be understood; as understanding 
occurs the fear/anxiety diminishes over time. Mostly we think of 
fear/anxiety as being something wrong with us, like a sin, a “missing 
the mark,” which they aren’t. The fear and anxiety are normal 
residues left from a time when we were younger and did not have 
a way to comprehend them and move through them, something 
which is now more feasible and becoming possible. However, if we 
do not share this with other people who are afraid/anxious, those 
people will be left with the judgmental thinking that tells them there 
is something wrong with them, and that way of thinking will remain 
with them. 
 It is difficult to take in and embrace this way of approaching life 
where fear and anxiety are seen as doorways into a more expanded 
life, where turning toward what makes us afraid or anxious allows 



us to consider anew or again aspects of our life which have not 
been assimilated. Doubt about this approach would be 
normal/natural. If we take Thomas as the model for our behavior, 
when we are doubtful we are simply asked to give our doubts voice, 
to speak them so they become real to us. This is what Thomas does; 
and in response Christ comes to him again and shows Thomas 
Christ’s own wounds. How would we describe this if we internalize 
the text as happening in us? Christ is the advocate for aspects of 
our life which need to enter our awareness. As we oppose what is 
entering awareness we kill off both Christ as the advocate and the 
feeling/thought he was bringing to awareness. Last week we 
described the resurrection of Christ as something we experience as 
the return to our awareness of a feeling/thought Christ was 
introducing to us and we had managed to dismiss and remove. 
When Christ returns, it is our own wound, for which he is 
advocating, which he shows us. We voice our doubts that there is 
life beyond fear and anxiety, and what we find is that what makes 
us afraid and anxious will present itself to us and we will not be 
done in, but will experience ourselves becoming more at-one than 
before. As a result, our doubts change to belief, not because of 
something we did, but as something made possible because of an 
experience that has enlightened us. There will be other people, 
perhaps more fortunate, who do not have to go through this, who 
will more intuitively grasp that this is the way to have the fullness 
of life. 

[Jim Robie, 4-31-16, Lectionary Cycle C, John 20:19-31] 
 


